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EU Journeys: Uniting Stories of European Integration -
EU Journeys

WP4

EU Journeys: Uniting Stories of European Integration Documentary
Screenings Event (EE)

Awareness-rising

in-situ

Mustvee municipality and Viljandi; Estonia

08.09; 10.09.2025

https://ctc.ee/news/eu-journeys-movie | https://expertpool.bg/the-eu-
journeys-project/

Estonia had two film screening event in 2 different locations
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1) The first, smaller one, took place in the premises on Viljandi cultural academy; on 8
September 2025 and we gathered 9 people, from Estonia and Finland

Viljandi screening the Event “EU Journeys: Uniting Stories of European Integration” event hosted nine
participants from Estonia and Finland. The gathering aimed to promote the concepts of European
integration and European citizenship, bringing together students, educators, civil society
representatives.

The event opened with welcoming remarks and introductions. Project coordinator, Margit Sare,
greeted participants and provided an overview of the CERV project “EU Journeys: Uniting Stories of
European Integration.” This was followed by a concise introduction to the CERV (Citizens, Equality,
Rights and Values) programme, outlining its objectives of fostering civic engagement, promoting
fundamental rights, and strengthening democratic participation across Europe.

The programme continued with introducing the videos produced by project partners from Bulgaria,
Germany, Greece, Estonia, and Italy. Following the screenings, a panel discussion invited both film
authors and audience members to reflect on Europe’s role in shaping the next generation. The debate
emphasized the importance of educating young people about peace and European values—
particularly in a time marked by global tensions that call for renewed dialogue, solidarity, and mutual
understanding. The debate was moderated by Margit Sare and Ederi Ojasoo, who shared insights on
sustainability and the green transition. Evelin Nomm from the University of Tartu Viljandi Culture
Academy contributed reflections from ongoing university cooperation projects (Interreg and Erasmus+)
and discussed how such initiatives foster local community engagement and resilience.

Finally, organisers encouraged attendees to provide additional reflections through an EU feedback
survey, accessible via a shared QR code

2)Estonian second film screening event took place in the premises on Peipsimaa museum
in Kasepaa village, Jogeva county on 10 September 2025.

Second film screening on September 10 of the Event “EU Journeys: Uniting Stories of
European Integration” event hosted 42 participants from Estonia. Our team cooperated
closely with the Mustvee school and Peipsiland museum while preparing the event.

The gathering aimed to celebrate and promote the concepts of European integration and
European citizenship, bringing together students, educators, civil society representatives,
and local stakeholders for an evening of storytelling, reflection, and exchange.

The event opened with welcoming remarks by Margit Sare, Project Coordinator from the
Peipsi Center for Transboundary Cooperation, and Natalia Magi from the Peipsiland
Museum, who greeted participants and introduced the objectives of the gathering. They
emphasized the importance of fostering dialogue and cultural exchange to strengthen a
shared sense of belonging within the European community.

Following the introduction, Margit Sare and Ederi Ojasoo, film director and project
collaborator, presented the CERV project “EU Journeys: Uniting Stories of European
Integration” and gave a brief overview of the Citizens, Equality, Rights and Values (CERV)
programme. They highlighted its mission to promote civic engagement, fundamental rights,
and democratic participation across Europe. MS. Ojasoo also talked more about the
process of filming our movie “Journeys Beyond Borders". The film takes you on five
personal memory journeys from the Lake Peipsi region on the EU’s eastern border. It
shares inspiring stories: a fisherman and a local food entrepreneur who built their
businesses from scratch, women who broadened their horizons through studies and cultural
exchanges after the EU borders opened, and a family reclaiming ancestral land and forest
lost during the Soviet era. These narratives reveal resilience, opportunity and the
transformative power of European integration, especially for small nations.

The programme continued with the screening of original video interviews produced by
project partners from Bulgaria, Germany, Greece, Estonia, and Italy. These short films
presented authentic voices and experiences, illustrating how people across Europe perceive
the European Union’s history, its current challenges, and its shared future. The screenings
effectively set the stage for a broader discussion on the contemporary meaning of Europe
for its citizens.

Following the screenings, a panel discussion invited both speakers and audience members
to reflect on Europe’s role in shaping the next generation. The debate opened with an
insightful presentation by historian Neeme Kook, who introduced the topic of EU
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enlargement and Estonia’s integration into the European Union. His reflections helped
frame the conversation in a historical and political context, linking past milestones to current
perspectives on Europe’s future.

The discussion further explored the importance of educating young people about peace and
European values—particularly in a period marked by global tensions that call for renewed
dialogue, solidarity, and mutual understanding. Panelists also highlighted the transformative
impact of the Erasmus+ and other programmes contributing cooperation between EU
(young) citizens. It was stressed that this cooperation is one of the most tangible symbols
of the European Union and explaining how study and training experiences abroad foster
personal growth, intercultural awareness, and professional development.

The conversation then turned to the European Green Deal, exploring how Europe’s
ecological transition depends not only on institutional measures but also on the everyday
actions of citizens—from sustainable energy use to responsible consumption. The
discussion was moderated by Margit Sare, who also shared creative and sustainability-
focused insights on the green transition. The audience agreed that these initiatives
strengthen local community engagement and environmental awareness.

This diverse composition of speakers and participants underscored the event’s aim to
engage individuals working on various aspects of the European project—from
environmental action and education to intercultural dialogue and local development.

To further involve the audience, participants were invited to take part in an interactive
Mentimeter survey featuring four questions designed to capture their personal views of
Europe. Among the responses, the words “freedom” and “integration” emerged as the most
popular, reflecting both the emotional and political dimensions of what Europe represents to
Estonian people. These keywords highlighted how participants value the European Union
not only as a space of cooperation and opportunity but also as a community built on shared
democratic values, open borders, and solidarity among nations.

Finally, organisers encouraged attendees to provide additional reflections through an EU
feedback survey, accessible via a shared QR code. The responses and engagement
demonstrated genuine interest and appreciation for the opportunity to connect across
borders and discuss what Europe means today and in the future.

Overall, the event successfully combined reflection, dialogue, and participation, embodying
the CERV programme’s mission to bring citizens closer to the European Union and to
strengthen a sense of belonging and shared responsibility for its future.

HISTORY OF CHANGES
VERSION PUBLICATION DATE CHANGE
1.0 01.04.2022 Initial version (new MFF).



