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Description

Provide a short description of the event and its activities.

EU Journeys: Uniting Stories of European Integration — The Greek Point of View
Film Screening Event — Aegina, Greece | 27 September 2025

On 27 September 2025, the island of Aegina hosted a film screening event under the
European project “EU Journeys: Uniting Stories of European Integration — The Greek Point
of View.” The activity brought together 51 participants from Greece and 10 different
European countries , creating an inclusive setting for intercultural dialogue and civic
engagement. Among them were 28 men and 23 women. In the event were also participated
12 persons from third countries, such as the United Kingdom, Norway, Singapore, Mexico,
and others.

The screening featured a documentary offering a cinematic journey through the history
of European unification and integration, narrated through personal testimonies of
individuals who have witnessed and contributed to key moments of this process. The film
included insights and reflections from prominent Greek personalities, such as former EU
Commissioner Dimitris Avramopoulos, former Ministers, European Commission
officials, Mayors, and citizens who have lived, studied, or worked across different EU
Member States. Through their stories, the film highlighted Greece’s active contribution to
the European integration project and its evolving European identity.

The event opened with welcome remarks from Mr. Michalis Spyridakis, Deputy Mayor of
Aegina, followed by Mr. Krasi Petkov, Head of the EU Journeys project, implemented
under the CERV Programme (Citizens, Equality, Rights and Values). Both speakers
underlined the importance of fostering dialogue, cultural exchange, and mutual
understanding as essential components in reinforcing a shared sense of belonging within
the European community.

Following the introduction, a brief presentation of the CERV Programme and the EU
Journeys project took place, outlining its main objectives to strengthen civic participation,
protect fundamental rights, and promote democratic values across Europe.

The programme continued with the screening of original video interviews produced by
project partners from Bulgaria, Germany, Greece, Estonia, and Italy. These short films
presented authentic voices and experiences, illustrating how citizens across Europe
perceive the European Union’s evolution, its current challenges, and its common future. The
screenings served as a starting point for a broader dialogue on the contemporary meaning
of Europe for its citizens.

A panel discussion followed, providing an opportunity for both speakers and participants to
share reflections on Europe’s role in shaping future generations. The discussion opened
with a presentation both by the project leader and president of European Republic, who
explored the topic of EU enlargement and Greek path to integration, offering valuable
historical and political context. Panelists emphasized the need to educate young people
about peace, democracy, and European values, particularly in the face of global
challenges that call for renewed solidarity and cooperation.

The debate also highlighted the positive and transformative impact of EU programmes
such as Erasmus+, which foster youth mobility, intercultural understanding, and
transnational cooperation—tangible examples of what the European Union stands for in
everyday life.

The event’s diverse composition of participants and speakers reflected its cross-sectoral
approach, bringing together representatives from education, civil society, local
authorities, cultural and environmental organisations. To further engage the audience,
participants were invited to join an interactive Mentimeter survey, expressing their
personal perceptions of Europe. The most frequent keywords that emerged—*“freedom”
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and “integration”—captured both the emotional and political dimensions of what Europe
represents to its citizens.

Before the closing session, participants were encouraged to share additional insights via an
EU feedback survey, accessible through a QR code. The collected responses reflected a
strong sense of appreciation for the opportunity to connect across borders and to reflect
collectively on Europe’s identity and future.

In conclusion, the event successfully combined storytelling, civic reflection, and
participatory dialogue, effectively contributing to the CERV Programme’s overarching
objectives—to bring citizens closer to the European Union, promote active European
citizenship, and strengthen a shared sense of responsibility for the Union’s democratic
future. Through its multi-perspective approach and focus on lived experiences, EU Journeys
continues to underline the enduring relevance of the European idea—unity in diversity,
solidarity, and cooperation across borders.
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