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The event “EU Journeys — Creative Works on European Integration” was held on 20
February 2026 in Sofia, Bulgaria, at Toplocentrala CCA. The event presented a curated
exhibition and public discussion built around Al-generated creative works and historical
references inspired by the history, values and future of European integration. The activity
was organised as part of WP6 — Creative Works — Bulgaria, under the EU-funded project
“EU Journeys: Uniting Stories of European Integration” (CERV-2024-CITIZENS-REM,
proposal no. 101196543).

The event showcased a portfolio of creative works generated through contemporary Al
tools, alongside prompts, commands and conceptual references that revealed the creative
process behind the pieces. The exhibition connected personal stories, historical milestones,
remembrance themes, and reflections on European identity with visual and conceptual
experimentation. Thematic sections drew on the founding vision of Jean Monnet for a united
Europe, historical political caricatures by Bulgarian artists Rayko Aleksiev (1939) and llia
Beshkov (1948-1949), Al-generated utopian and dystopian visions of Europe’s future, and
forward-looking EU policy instruments such as the 5th Freedom (Freedom of Knowledge)
and the 28th Regime. The works invited participants to engage with topics such as peace,
solidarity, freedom of movement, shared European values, and the role of creativity and
technology in interpreting common history.

Key activities included:
e presentation of the EU Journeys project and the CERV Programme;

e guided introduction to the concept of Creative Works on European Integration
and the role of generative Al in transforming historical and civic themes into artistic
expression;

e exhibition viewing of Al-generated artworks, historical political caricatures and
curated country-related creative references connected to European integration;

o facilitated reflection and dialogue on the defining achievements, tensions and future
directions of European integration;

e interactive audience engagement via Mentimeter, participant interaction, informal
networking and feedback collection, including encouragement to complete the EU
Survey.

The event created a space for exchange among the participants representing diverse
backgrounds including young people, educators, academics, and civil society
representatives. By combining exhibition, guided interpretation, audience interaction and
open discussion, it encouraged audiences to reflect on European integration not only as a
political and historical process, but also as a lived and imaginative cultural experience.

Participants were invited to share their own stories and perspectives on what European
integration means to them personally. The activity contributed to raising awareness of
common European history and values while fostering dialogue on how these can be
remembered and reinterpreted through new creative media.
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